
     Little did any of the planners realize, 
as the design for the altar was selected, 
how easily it would be adapted later to 
the liturgical changes called for by Vati-
can Council II.    

     What were the changes? 

     According to the church history, E. 
Sellen of the Milwaukee Marble Compa-
ny along with Thomas H. Flad, the 
church architect, and Paul P. Breuning of 
Madison Church Mart selected marbles 
for both the table and platform.  

     “Just in case of mishap Mr. Sellen had 
several blocks of the same marbles quar-
ried and shipped from Italy, so that when 
the changes were made in the 1960s, 
there was sufficient matching stone for 
both the enlarged altar platform and the 
new “altar of repose” for the tabernacle.”  

     Two types of Italian green and white 
marble were used in the construction of 
the altar. 

     The marble altar top is engraved with 
five crosses, one at each corner and one 
in the center, and was anointed with oil at 
the time of the altar’s consecration. (See 
video of the consecration on our website 
at www.stbmidd.org/videos.) 

     Relics of St. Verecundus, bishop of 
Verona, Italy, and of St. Blanda, a Roman 
martyr, are embedded, capped and sealed 

Our Church 
The altar: A seamless transition from original design to post Vatican II 

in the center of the altar table. 

     “Just as early Christians said Mass 
over the graves of martyrs, so also will 
Mass be said here over the relics of 

Fr. Ferdinand Mack inspects the new altar before it is consecrated by Bishop William P. O’Con-

nor on March 24, 1959. See video footage of the consecration at www.stbmidd.org/videos. 

saints,” Bishop William P. O’Connor said 
during the consecration. 

     The altar was presented as a gift to the 
parish in 1959 by the members of the 
Holy Name Society and of the Monsignor 
Lederer Council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, who raised the necessary funds 
through the sale of scrap iron and rags, 
spaghetti dinners and formal banquets.  

     About 380 students and 150 adults 
watched as the consecration of the new 
altar took place in the new church on 
March 24, 1959.  

     The first Mass took place two days 
after the consecration on Holy Thursday, 
March 26, 1959.  

     Vatican Council II concluded on Dec. 
8, 1965. After that, there were dramatic 
changes in the life of the church.  

     Most obvious was the change at the 
altar: the priest faced the people.  

     About 20 years later, Fr. Joseph P. 
“Pat” Higgins, dismantled the altar and 
used pieces for a smaller altar, the ambo 
(lectern) and the baptismal font, which 
was moved from the usher’s room to the 
center front of the sanctuary. The taber-
nacle was moved to the small chapel, and 
the altar was moved to the right. 

     In 2016, Fr. Brian had the tabernacle 
moved to the center back and the altar to 
the center front (see left photo) of the 
sanctuary. 


